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The number of people applying for asylum in 
the West fell last year to nearly half the level at 
the start of the decade. Nearly 359,000 people 
sought asylum in 44 industrialised countries.

SEEKING REFUGE

What is an asylum-seeker?
An asylum-seeker is an individual who 
has sought international protection 
and whose claim for refugee status 
has not yet been determined. As part 
of its obligation to protect refugees on 
its territory, the country of asylum is 
normally responsible for determining 
whether an asylum-seeker is a refugee 
or not.
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SOURCE: 
United Nations High 
Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR). The 
data in this report is 
based on information 
available as of March 9, 
2011. It covers the 38 
European and six 
non-European states 
that currently provide 
monthly asylum 
statistics to UNHCR.

358.84

Drought and decades of violence in 
Somalia have forced these Somali 
children, and many others, to flee.


